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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 

the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate 

the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:  

1. Considers that placing sustainable products on the internal market should be the norm 

and calls for a horizontal Sustainable Product Framework Directive setting mandatory 

minimum requirements for durability, interoperability, reparability, upgradability, 

reusability and recyclability for all products alongside further product-specific 

requirements;  

 

2. Stresses that standardisation is key for implementing a sustainable product policy by 

providing reliable definitions, metrics and tests on characteristics such as durability and 

reparability; demands that standards  be developed in a timely manner and in line with 

real-use conditions; highlights the  need to reform the standardisation process for more 

inclusive and transparent participation of all relevant stakeholders and to consistently 

mainstream sustainability in standard setting;  

 

3. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to empower consumers to further engage in 

sustainable consumption practices; calls for mandatory labelling on product durability 

and reparability,  the development of a repair score, in addition  to minimum information 

requirements; asks for both legal guarantee rights and reversed burden of proof rules to 

be extended based on lifespan of products, the introduction of a direct producer liability, 

and for legislative measures banning practices resulting in premature obsolescence;  

 

4. Supports the establishment of an EU-wide “right to repair”; calls in this regard for 

measures to give unrestricted and free access to repair and maintenance information and 

spare parts to all market participants, to define a mandatory minimum period of time for 

availability of spare parts and/or updates,  a maximum  time-limit for  their delivery, 

and to prioritise repair under the legal guarantee regime;  

 

5. Stresses that effective enforcement is crucial to make sure that products placed on the 

market comply with sustainability requirements; calls therefore for greater EU 

oversight, i.e. by setting harmonised rules on the minimum number and frequency of 

checks  and by empowering the Commission to monitor and audit  activities of national 

authorities , as well as to carry out regular tests and inspections;  

 

6. Underlines the importance of transparent and reliable information on product 

characteristics for consumers, businesses and market surveillance authorities and 

welcomes the intention of the Commission to develop a digital product passport; calls 

in this regard for mandatory information requirements to apply throughout the supply 

chain on aspects such as durability, reparability but also social and environmental 

conditions;    

 

7. Calls for a revision of EU public procurement legislation  introducing mandatory 

minimum targets, i.e. by defining a certain percentage to procure based on 
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environmental, social and ethical criteria and introducing a hierarchy of award criteria,  

together with sector-specific targets; 

 


